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Primary Sources

Wednesday, June 13, 2012



Primary Sources

Created at the Time
ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS:  Diaries, speeches, manuscripts, 
letters, interviews, news film footage, autobiographies, official 
records

CREATIVE WORKS: Poetry, drama, novels, music, art

RELICS OR ARTIFACTS: Pottery, furniture, clothing, 
buildings
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Primary Sources
9/11

http://wallwisher.com/wall/teachwprimary
Your Reflections:
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Primary Sources
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Why Teach Using Primary Sources?

•Build Inquiry Skills
•Analyze
•Interpret
•Build Empathy
•Connect with Past
•Multiple Points of View

Primary Sources
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Getting Started

Learning to Analyze Primary Sources
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Documents/Manuscripts

Letters/Notes
Books
Speeches
Newspapers
Diaries/Journals
Telegram
Report...
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Choose a Document
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Images
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Choose an Image
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Images
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Audio Recordings 

Oral Histories
Radio Broadcasts
Speeches
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The Voice of Slavery
Voices from the Days of Slavery: Former 
Slaves Tell Their Stories 
(Library Of Congress - American Memory Collection)

Former slaves discussing their lives and their experiences 
while slaves. 

Recordings (1932 to 1945) include biographical materials 
and reflections about being slaves, their slave holders, 
their families and the experience of being free. 
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The Voice of Slavery
...I got my name from President Jeff Davis. He was president of the Southern 
Confederacy. He owned my grandfather and my father. Brought them from Richmond

Well, I belonged to, uh, B., when I was a slave. My mother belonged to B. But my, uh, 
but, uh, we, uh, was all slave children. And after, soon after when we found out that we 
was free, why then we was, uh, bound out to different people

Colored people didn't have no beds when we was slaves. We always slept on the floor, pallet 
here, and a pallet...Didn't allow you to look at no book. And then there was some free born 
colored people, why they had a little education, but there was very few of them, where we 
was.

I couldn't go through nobody's house without I have a note, or something from my master. 
And if I had that pass, that was what we call a pass, if I had that pass, I could go wherever 
he sent me. And I'd have to be back, you know, when uh. Whoever he sent me to, they, 
they'd give me another pass and I'd bring that back so as to show how long I'd been gone.

...we were slaves. We belonged to people. They'd sell us like they sell horses and cows 
and hogs and all like that. Have a auction bench, and they'd put you on, up on the 
bench and bid on you just same as you bidding on cattle you know.
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Artifacts
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Artifacts
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Video
Interpretation/Analysis

Some historians believe that The Marshall Plan was not philanthropic but 
benefitted the U.S Economy, businesses, and our future in Europe:

1. Saved the U.S. Economy from backsliding into a depression.
2. Allowed the U.S. to remake the European economy in the image of the 

U.S. economy.
3. Created a public organization for private companies. 

Other historians believe what the U.S. did for the Europeans was true 
philanthropy because:

1. The U.S. rebuilt European cities.
2. The U.S. rebuilt European factories.
3. The U.S. provided jobs and income to the European people through the 

construction of cities and factories.
4. The U.S. provided Europeans with goods and services.
5. The U.S. provided the Europeans with factories to make goods that they 

could sell.
6. It created a sense of stability and security for the European people.
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Video
Interpretation/Analysis

The Marshall Plan...Philanthropic or Self-Serving?
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Online Activities
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Online Activities Using Primary 
Sources

Digital 
Vaults
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Where to Find Primary Sources

Resources

Find:
Topic (1st Qtr TEKS)

Images (2)
Documents (2)
Video (1)
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Create

Presentation
Documentary
Greenscreen/Newscast 
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Video
Documentary
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Video
Simulation
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How to Go Green
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Resources

HistoryPrimarily Wiki
iConnect
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