...I got my name from President Jeff Davis. He was
president of the Southern Confederacy. He owned my
grandfather and my father. Brought them from Richmond

Well, I belonged to, uh, B., when I was a slave. My mother
belonged to B. But my, uh, but, uh, we, uh, was all slave
children. And after, soon after when we found out that we was
free, why then we was, uh, bound out to different people

Colored people didn't have no beds when we was slaves. We
always slept on the floor, pallet here, and a pallet...Didn't allow
you to look at no book. And then there was some free born
colored people, why they had a little education, but there was
very few of them, where we was.

I couldn’t go through nobody's house without I have a note, or
something from my master. And if I had that pass, that was
what we call a pass, if I had that pass, I could go wherever he
sent me. And I'd have to be back, you know, when uh. Whoever
he sent me to, they, they'd give me another pass and I'd bring
that back so as to show how long I'd been gone.

...we were slaves. We belonged to people. They'd sell us like
they sell horses and cows and hogs and all like that. Have a
auction bench, and they'd put you on, up on the bench and bid
on you just same as you bidding on cattle you know.



